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If a uniform swing against Labor of 3.92 per cent occurred in November 2010,
the following seats would fall to the Liberals in order of current margin: Mount
Waverley 0.32 per cent, Gembrook 0.72 per cent, Forest Hill 0.78 per cent,
Mitcham 1.98 per cent, South Barwon 2.29 per cent, Frankston 3.23 per cent,
Mordialloc 3.55 per cent, Prahran 3.56 per cent and Burwood 3.75 per cent.
This does not include seats that Labor currently holds, like Seymour, which

are held by greater margins but which, for various reasons, the government
may struggle to hold.

In addition, Labor is clearly going to have a difficult time resisting challenges
from the Greens in a number of inner city seats. Melbourne (2.02 per cent
margin), Brunswick (3.64 per cent margin) and Richmond (4.88 per cent
margin) are the most at risk.

At the 2006 state election the Greens polled 10.04 per cent of the primary
vote in the Legislative Assembly. Since the end of 2007, Newspoll has
consistently recorded the Greens as having a primary vote of between 12 per
cent and 15 per cent. Given the Greens would win Melbourne, Brunswick and
Richmond with swings of less than 5 per cent, this means that these seats are
very much in play. Newspoll figures were also reflected in the Altona by-
election result with the Greens securing a 25 per cent increase in their primary
vote. (8.42 per cent at the 2006 state election, to 10.43 per cent at the Altona
by-election.)

Summary

This analysis indicates that the Altona by-election result raises the possibility
of a sufficient swing against the Government for the Coalition to win 9 to 10
seats from Labor and for the Greens to pick up 2 to 3 seats from Labor. Under
this scenario there would be a hung parliament with neither Labor nor the
Coalition having a majority in their own right.

To form government either Labor or the Coalition would have to gain the
support of the Independent Craig Ingram and/or the Greens.

* Unless otherwise stated all data has been sourced from Victorian Electoral Commission
statistics.
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